
Case Study

Owners applaud their Kodak  
Picture Saver Scanning Systems

“ To me, the PS50 is the 
professional’s choice.  
It is really good. And I’m picky.” 

Alan Kolsky, Owner and Operator, Digital Video Dimensions, Novato, CA 



Kodak Picture Saver Scanning Systems add new sales and marketing dimensions to 
a variety of businesses. The ability to scan large volumes of photos and other hard 
copy items with speed and quality makes it possible to breathe new life into photos 
through digitization. Four owner/operators talk about what their purchase of a 
Picture Saver Scanning System has meant to their operations and customers.

Durability, versatility and time savings  
result in customer satisfaction 

On system efficiency, workflow, and productivity

“ A key for us is an efficient workflow, and the PS50 provides 
that. Since we’ve had it, our largest job has been around 11,000 
photos. Without this system, we would have turned that project 
down. Now we can easily complete this volume in three days or 
so. It makes light work of very large volumes. It has paid for itself 
many times over.” (JH)

“ Our biggest order so far has been about 8,000 prints from  
one customer which we were able to complete quickly and 
easily.” (MT)

 “ I like that there is no dedicated computer required. I can run my 
slide scanner and the PS50 simultaneously at full speed.” (AK)

On image quality

“ Customers are amazed by the quality and the speed. I will call 
them and say, ‘Your photos are done,’ and they will be like, 
‘What?! They’re finished already?’ And we get great feedback 
about the image quality.” (JH)

“ The clarity and color fidelity are very good. Most images do not 
need any color rebalancing.” (AK)

“ The image quality still amazes me and impresses our clients. 
That it can scan so many photos as quickly as it does and make 
them look so good is impressive.”  (MK)

On time savings

“ When we began offering memorial montages, we were 
using a flatbed scanner. It took two people, working back 
and forth, about five hours to scan 60 photos. Now, with 
the PS4101, we’ve scanned the photos, filed them, copied 
to a USB drive, and uploaded in about 10 minutes.” (MK)

 “ We took on a job to scan 4,500 photos with our flatbed 
scanners. After two and a half months we’d only scanned 
1,000. I leased a photo scanner from Kodak Alaris and 
completed the project over a weekend. Within two days, I 
bought my own PS50 system.” (JH)

“ The accuracy of the auto rotate feature is great. If we scan 
100 photos, 95% of them look great and are in the correct 
position. A couple minutes later we correct the others and 
we are good to go.” (MK)

The Owners

“Voice of the Customer” feedback from owners and operators

•  Alan Kolsky (AK), Owner and Operator, Digital Video 
Dimensions, Novato, CA

•  Joyal Holder (JH), Owner & Chief Preservation Officer,  
Holder Printworks, Madison, WI

•  Malcolm Tarkington (MT), Owner, Southerland’s Photo,  
Huntsville, AL

•  Michael Kolb (MK), Funeral Director and Co-Owner,  
Harold W. Vick Funeral Home, Mt. Clemens, MI

The businesses include a digitization services provider, a 
traditional camera store, a funeral home, and a video and film 
restoration and transfer house. Descriptions of each are on page 4. 



On durability and performance

“ The performance of it has been really good. We simply can’t 
overwork it!” (MT)

“ The PS50 takes everything we feed it: from the smallest old 
photos to 8" x 10"s and it never complains. The PS50 is rock 
solid. I can’t think of another piece of equipment we’ve owned 
that has been this dependable.” (JH)

 “ In about seven years of operation we’ve had absolutely no 
problems with it. It’s perfect and wonderful for us.” (MK)

“ The PS50 is a mainstay of our studio. It’s my right hand 
man: fast, accurate, and the workflow is far beyond anything 
else I’ve ever used. And we’ve tried out several other photo 
scanning systems and the Kodak Alaris model just blows 
them away. None of the other options we tried gave us the 
quality, speed, and continuous productivity that we needed. 
Other, non-Kodak Alaris models weren’t fast enough and they 
jammed too much.” (JH)

On versatility

“ Along with bulk photo scanning, I use the PS50 for collage 
work that will be included in videos and digitizing media for 
productions. The scanner is fast, flexible, and it provides the 
level of professional quality that I demand and our customers 
expect. The PS50 is very nicely conceived. I couldn’t ask for a 
smaller, better footprint.” (AK)

 “ We bought the flatbed accessory which makes it nice to  
be able to scan something that is bound or an 11” x 14”  
when called for. We also have the software that can scan 
photos without taking them out of an album page which 
comes in handy, especially for older pictures and albums.  
And being able to simultaneously scan the front and back  
of photos is something we can offer for customers who  
want that feature.” (MT)

On customer satisfaction

“ We scan on the PS50 at 600 dpi. Customers acknowledge the 
quality of the scanned images and comment on the clarity and 
accurate color rendition.” (AK)

“ We had a woman who had many photos from Europe that 
went back 70 years or more and we were able to capture 
all the notes and information on the backs of them, which 
pleased her very much.” (MT)

On creating new business

“ The speed and quality of the PS410 has allowed us to promote 
and create many more memorial montages far more easily. 
We feature this service when we talk with clients and market 
it on our Website.” (MK)

 “ We purchased our Kodak Picture Saver Scanning System 
PS80 in 2013 and everybody who works here loves it,  
as do our customers, and now we can offer and  
do so much more.” (MT)
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Kodak Picture Saver Scanning System PS50

• Scans up to 50 photos per minute

• Holds 25 originals in the feeder

Kodak Picture Saver Scanning System PS80

• Scans up to 85 photos per minute

• Holds 50 originals in feeder

Kodak Picture Saver Scanning System PS55 kit

•  Add the PS55 kit for self-service options – ideal for libraries, 
retail locations, government agencies, and other consumer-
friendly, walk-up locations 

•  Scans up to 85 photos per minute2

• Holds up to 50 originals in feeder2 

Practical options for photos in albums and delicate originals

As damage can occur when removing photos with a plastic 
overlay on an album page, the optional Kodak Photo Selector 
Accessory scans an entire album page on a Kodak Flatbed 
Accessory, and then saves each image as an individual  
image file.

There are two choices for optional flatbeds for bound and 
oversize items: the Kodak Legal Size Flatbed Accessory and  
the Kodak A3 Size Flatbed Accessory.

Three systems offering more  
choices and greater opportunities
Kodak Picture Saver Scanning Systems  
are focused on your needs and business  
approach, with two systems made for  
behind-the-counter use and another  
add-on kit offering a scan-it-yourself  
option for consumers. All three deliver  
great image quality and automatic  
image improvements.

About the businesses in this brochure
Holder Printworks, located in Madison, WI, is a family 
owned business specializing in video, film, and audio 
restoration and transfers. They refer to themselves as  
“The home movie experts.”

Southerland’s Photo, Inc. is located in Huntsville, AL. 
The company has been in business selling cameras and 
photofinishing for over 50 years. In recent times they have 
expanded greatly into digital photography, selling cameras, 
prints for digital, photo scanning, digital restoration, and 
other services.

The Harold W. Vick Funeral Home, Inc. is located in Mt. 
Clemens, MI. They use their Kodak Picture Saver Scanning 
System PS410 to scan photos for inclusion in memorial 
montages. These are shown on a big-screen TV during 
calling hours and also posted on their Website.

Digital Video Dimensions of Novato, CA serves Marin, 
Sonoma, and Napa counties with a variety of services, 
including volume photo scanning. They also transfer film, 
slides, audio recordings, documents, and video to DVD,  
hard drive, or other digital media. 

1.  The Kodak Picture Saver Scanning System PS410 has been replaced by the  
Kodak Picture Saver Scanning Systems PS50, PS80, and Optional PS55 kit. 

2. Depending on base model selected, PS50 or PS80. 


